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BEDFORD YOUTH HOSTEL 
Grievance 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [9:12 am]: My grievance is to the Minster for Disability Services, through the 
member for Kingsley in her capacity as parliamentary secretary, who is representing the minister in the house. 
The member has had some warning of the matter, but in my electorate some four years ago, a hostel for 
disadvantaged youth was burnt down and completely destroyed. It is a completely derelict site and very 
dangerous. I have been there and walked around the site. There are trees causing damage to other people’s 
property. One of my constituents has written to me saying that it is more than four years since the hostel building 
was destroyed by fire and that the lack of maintenance is concerning. He says that he has had to re-gutter all of 
his house because of the overhanging trees that have caused damage to his guttering, despite the fact that he 
cleans them out regularly. I have photographs. That is just one of the complaints; I have had a number of them 
from residents wanting to know what is going on with the derelict site. Given the housing crisis we have at the 
moment, I think the member will agree that four years is an awfully long time to leave a site vacant that is 
available for building upon and for housing disadvantaged youth. I believe it is a Disability Services 
Commission building, so it will be moving on it. Back in 2012, when we wrote to Minister Helen Morton, she 
told us that the government had intentions for redeveloping the site. That was nearly two years ago, and if the 
member were to look at the dates of the letters, she will see that still nothing has gone on. 
I will just reiterate. The Bedford youth hostel, as it was called, burnt down in 2009. It provided accommodation 
for disadvantaged youth for nearly 40 years. Here we are four years after the fire and the building is still derelict, 
an eyesore, a maintenance nuisance to residents, and most importantly, the property is left unused at a time when 
Perth’s housing crisis is at a peak and government-provided housing priority lists have a two-year waiting 
period.  
What I would really like to hear from the member for Kingsley is the following: what are the intentions now that 
we are four years down the track; are tenders going to be let; when are plans going to council; when will 
construction commence; when will the building be finished on that site; and what type of building will it be? I 
am also concerned that there has been no communication with any of the street neighbours to let them know 
what is going on. I would think as a matter of good practice being a neighbour in the residence that DSC should 
have made some attempt to just inform the local neighbours up and down the street, even within three or four 
houses distance, about what was going on with that site.  
It is certainly a mess and causing everyone problems. Why did the government delay doing anything on this site? 
It is an appalling oversight on the government’s behalf and it really needs to get on top of the matter in a hurry.  

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.15 am]: I thank the member for Maylands 
for bringing the grievance forward. I am pleased to respond to her on behalf of the Minister for Disability 
Services. The member is right. Yes, the property was originally owned by the Department for Child Protection 
for a hostel that provided eight beds at the site. It did burn down. One of the hardest things to understand is that 
when a property changes hands from one department to another, it does seem to take an inordinate amount of 
time for the processes to be passed through; I have experienced that myself in my own electorate with one or two 
departments changing hands. That is very hard for local residents to understand. But the member is correct in 
saying that in 2010 the transfer of ownership went to the Disability Services Commission in conjunction with the 
Department of Housing to work through the housing project that will occur on this site.  

I think the member’s residents will also be very pleased to know—I will say this nicely—that it has actually 
changed from the Department for Child Protection and Family Support because there were some antisocial issues 
surrounding the house as it was prior to the unfortunate incident that resulted in the burning down of the hostel. 
The service it provided was valuable, but now it will become a six-bed emergency accommodation facility for 
people with a disability. Yes, the process has taken a little while, but I can assure the member that we now have 
interagency agreements that were required and are now in place. Conceptual designs are being developed, but 
before they can go out to the community, they need to go through council and that process is underway. The 
planning approval must be obtained first. The process begins with the City of Bayswater. After receipt of the 
application, the City of Bayswater starts an assessment process for compliance with the accepted development 
standards, and then a community consultation process occurs. Of course, even though it is a government 
department, it must comply with due process and follow all those things as they go through. 
Once the approval has been granted, the next steps, including the finalisation of the detail design specifications, 
can begin. That is probably why local residents have not heard a lot at this stage. I know that can be very 
frustrating for them if they do not know what is going on. Often it becomes like Chinese whispers—that is, 
people hearing the worst possible things going on rather than the good things that can be going on.  
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I certainly note the member for Maylands’ press release of 2011 expressing her concerns. The matter is 
progressing and I now believe will be moving at a much quicker rate. Once the process, the design specs and 
community consultation are completed, it is expected that construction will commence in the fourth quarter of 
this year, once again, with practical completion expected in May 2014. Obviously that is still subject to the 
planning approval going through the City of Bayswater. I would say that this timeline is still only two months 
longer than the Disability Services Commission actually intended it to be in the first place. Overall, it is only 
probably delayed by about two months.  
Ms L.L. Baker: Any ideas on what it might look like? What size and scope? 
Ms A.R. MITCHELL: Absolutely. I will get to that in just a sec. Obviously, we are only talking generalities at 
the moment. 
Ms L.L. Baker: Sure. 
Ms A.R. MITCHELL: The member mentioned people who have been concerned about overhanging trees and 
things like that. My understanding from DSC is that it has not received a complaint or a call about anything in 
the past 12 months. The site is well signposted as to which is the responsible department for it, so once it 
receives that information, it will act upon it.  
Ms L.L. Baker: I have a letter in front of me that my resident claims he sent on 18 April to the Disability 
Services Commission, raising his concerns and telling them that pruning trees once a year is not really going to 
cut it when they are doing that much damage.  
Ms A.R. MITCHELL: I am sure the member for Maylands will find that they are going out regularly and that 
they will discuss those matters with the member’s constituents, because we do not want disgruntled neighbours. 
There is no question about that. The member will find that as a government department DSC is well aware of 
those things, because they are going to be neighbours very soon. One of the things the member will find with 
DSC is that it is very conscious of being a good neighbour and it will continually consult with local residents 
because it wants this facility to fit in with the neighbourhood. I do not think the member should have any 
concerns about that.  
DSC’s policy now is to develop smaller dwellings; we are talking about a six-bed facility. We are talking not 
about a dormitory-style facility but about a house that will be designed and constructed for people with 
disabilities. It will be their house and not a care facility, although carers will visit from time to time. It is 
designed as a house, so it is something that will fit in. DSC already has a number of these houses, and it provides 
a wonderful way for people with disabilities to be independent and part of a community. That is why DSC places 
so much importance on its relationship with the neighbours and people in the street. I think the member will see 
a considerable relationship develop between the neighbours and the people who live in the facility.  
I emphasise that it is important to build this facility as a home and not as a dormitory or a care facility so that it 
will fit in with the local neighbourhood, but it will require specific design elements that may take longer to be 
approved by the local council. DSC is well versed in how to do that sort of work.  
Ms L.L. Baker: Before you finish, it might be worthwhile if DSC has the opportunity to inform the neighbours 
about where the process is up to, and I’m happy to take that information and send it to neighbours on your 
behalf, if you would like me to.  
Ms A.R. MITCHELL: I am sure we can work something out.  

One of the most pleasing aspects of the ongoing reform of disability services is that people with disabilities are 
now no longer required to live in large dormitory-style accommodation and centres but now live in more home-
based accommodation.  
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